
Life Sciences & Biotechnology 
A PRIORITY SECTOR in San Diego County

To explore, visit workforce.org/mynextmove

#mynextmoveScan to take a quiz and learn how your 
interests align with San Diego jobs!

Have you ever dreamed of being a super hero? People 
in this sector work daily to fuse together the power 
of life science and evolving technology to save 
lives and enhance quality of life.

Sample occupations How much will I earn per hour?
What level of education is 
expected by employers?

Entry level
10th percentile

Mid-career
50th percentile

Experienced
90th percentile

The Doers | People who enjoy 
working outdoors and have athletic  
or mechanical abilities

Molecular and Cellular Biologists research and study cellular 
molecules and organelles to understand cell function and organization.

The Thinkers | People who use 
investigative and analytics skills to 
gather facts

Chemists conduct chemical analyses or experiments in laboratories 
for quality or process control or to develop new products or knowledge.

The Creators | People who prefer to 
work in creative, unstructured settings 
and use their artistic abilities

Biochemists and Biophysicists study the chemical composition or 
physical principles of living cells and organisms, their electrical and 
mechanical energy and related phenomena.

The Helpers | People who enjoy 
working with others

Medical Assistants perform administrative duties and maintain 
medical records for patients. They take and record vital signs and 
medical histories, preparing patients for examination, drawing blood 
and administering medications.

The Persuaders | People who like  
to lead and influence others to work 
towards organization goals 

Financial Managers plan, direct and coordinate accounting, 
investing, insurance and other financial activities of a branch, 
office or department of a research firm.

The Organizers | People who enjoy 
working with data, keeping organized, 
and using their numerical abilities

Medical and Clinical Laboratory Technicians perform routine 
medical laboratory tests for the diagnosis, treatment and prevention of 
disease. May work under the supervision of a medical technologist.

$24 $39 $60

$21 $34 $76

$25 $35 $60

$14 $18 $25

$33 $60 $133

$13 $26 $47
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Social
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Enterprising

C
Conventional

Doctoral degree Master’s or professional degree Bachelor’s degree Associate degree or certificate High school diploma or less

Educational levels are typical but not meant to mean they are the minimum requirement.
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